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— This Day ſpall be unto you for a Memorial. 


HUS faith the Almighty to his peo- 
ple Iſrael, by the mouth of his ſer- 
vant Moſes, whoſe faithful records, | 
in Exodus xii. 14. have preſerved it 

as a heavenly ſtatute to them, and a uſeful motto to 

after generations. To him, Iſrael's God had com- 
mitted the care of their deliverance from the hands 
of the oppreſſive and haughty Egyptians, 


Sven had been the ſeverity of their bondage 
that. God interpoſed in a ſpecial and extraordinary 


Manner | 


1 
manner for them. Their cries had riſen up unto 
heaven,,——Moſes and Aaron poured out their 
unavailing prayers and tears before the haughty 
Monarch for the relief of their injured and diſtreſſed 
brethren.—From an earthly Potentate they appeal 
to ©© the King of Kings.” —He appears for them, 


and, in a remarkable manner wrought their entire 
deliverance from that tyrannical power. 


Tux day of their marvellous deliverance is to 
be held in grateful rememberance, with decent ex- 
preſſions of joy, © by an ordinance forever: 
« A feaſt unto the Lord“. A day for a memo- 
rial unto them” during their political exiſtence, — 
A day never to be forgotten—never to be over- 
looked by that nation.——And when their chil- 
dren ſhould inquire, „what mean you by this 
ſervice ?”” they were to be made acquainted with 
the great event, and its attendant circumſtances.— | 
They were to tell it to their children's children 
* throughout all their generations.” 


Was there a fitneſs in tranſmitting the know- 
ledge of their deliverance from bondage, to ſuc-. 
cecding generations, by obſerving a day. in com- 
memoration of it ? And does not the ſame hold 

| good 


* 


good with other nations? Whoever Attends tg 
the ſimilarity, in ſeveral reſpects, between their 
hiſtory and ours, will not think the application of 
this paſſage to this chriſtian nation, and the glori- 
ous revolution we this day recognize, at all ſtrain- 


ed or unnatural.— This ſhall: be a day unto 
you for a memorial.” 


To congratulate each other on this joyful occa- 
ſion, is the office of philanthropy.—To echo the 
grateful acclamations of Independence and Peace 
around the feſtive board, in limited and decent 
ſtrains, may not be unſuitable expreſſions of plea- 
ſure on this important era, 


Bur to unite in the warmeſt exprefſions of ado- 
ration, and praiſe to God.—To mingle hearts and 
voices in aſcribing © Alleluias to the Lord. God 
omnipotent” who ruleth among the nations, is the 
office of religion. —It is a reaſonable ſervice ;= 
moſt ſuitable and honourable for dependent crea- 
tures ;—and moſt acceptable to Gd. 


Axp as there are a few minutes aligned for a 


religious offering unto God, let us, with ſenti- 
ments of piety, blend ſome reflections ſuitable to 
the preſent occaſion. | i fe 


e 


As a 
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- As the belief of one perfect, independent being 
lays at the foundation of all religious worſhip, ſo 
all religious gratitude proceeds upon a belief of a 
ſuperintending providence which concerns itſelf 
in all the affairs of men; and is continually afford- 
ing them freſh motives of gratitude and praiſe, 


b 


THEREFORE it would be equally ungrateful and 
impious not to acknowledge the hand which has 
often appeared; and renewed in our favour, the 
wonders which were wrought for Iſrael of old. 
The duty of acknowledging, with gratitude, the 
interpoſitions of divine Providence, is pointed out 
by our dependent ſtate.—The book of God is 
crowded with examples of it.—It is a noble and 
worthy employment.—lIt has been the practiſe of 
good men in all ages.—Is in a peculiar manner 
the duty of Chriſtians, and will be their delightful, 
as it is their reaſonable ſervice. | 


SHALL we forget to celebrate the praiſes of him 
ce who rideth in the heavens, in his excellency for 
our help?“ Shall we be ſilent in his praiſes 
who hath appeared for us in our troubles; who 
hath turned our mourning into joy, and put ſongs 
of pr aĩſe into our mouth? | nt 


THE 


. X a. 


Tux truth of a governing providence, to which 
we are to aſcribe our ſalyation, ſtands written, in 
the faireſt character s, in the memorable events which 
have filled up the hiſtory of the revolving ages of 
the world; In the riſe and fall of States and King- 
doms In crowning their virtues with proſperity, 
and following their vices with juſt corrections. 


Tur whole hiſtory of the Jewiſh nation is preg- 
nant with inſtances of the ſupreme influence of an 
inviſible power; and of the different effects of vir- 
tue and vice upon the national welfare. If they 
murmur againſt Moſes in the wilderneſs, and wor- 
ſhip idols of their own making, their carcaſes fall 
there, and none of them ate allowed to enter the 
promiſed land.— If they avariciouſly and contrary 
to the command of God, keep the ſpoil of their 
heatheniſn enemies, they are conquered in the 
next engagement. ; 


Bur when they attack their enemies in full 2 
fidence of divine ſtrength, they conquer. Af one 
EKing ſets up the worſhip of idols, the divine ven- 
geance puniſhes him and his people. If another 
deſtroys the high places, where theſe infamous 
rites were celebrated, all goes well in his time 


"x 
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From their hiſtory, in connection with ſever- 
al great and powerful kingdoms around them, 
which were overturned for national wickedneſs, 
one of the nobleſt and moſt important morals 
may be drawn, viz That nations may expect 
to proſper or Nnk, according as they are favour- 
ed by divine Providence or the contrary ; and 


therefore, that virtue is the only foundation of 
national happineſs, 


T antient Perſian empire roſe, under the good 
government of Cyrus, to great glory and reſ pectabi- 
lity and notwithſtanding they became the object 
of the envy and jealouſy of great and ambitious 


nations around them, they grew to bs the glory 
and terror of all the eaſt. 


Tux Roman empire felt the happy effect of a 
, ſyſtem of laws, founded in equity ;—obſerved ge- 
Veni ;—and executed ſtrictly under this au- 
ſpicious influence, ſhe roſe from the moſt contemp- 
tiblebegipoings, till her glory filled that part of 
the wofld The fate of kingdoms depended on 
the voice df her Senate, and her Legions triumph- 
ed in the eahnties of the earth —ſhe was the ac- 


cnpuledged 1 22 of the world. 
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Tre ſame may be obſerved of all the kingdoms 
and nations which have appeared, flouriſhed and 
declined on the theatre of this earth—their public 
character ever determined their political ſtate and 
condition—their virtues and their vices ever 
formed their proſperity and adverſity. 


THrarT © righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, and that 
ſin is a reproach to any people, and tends to their 
ruin, are maxims in which all Lawgivers—Philo- 
ſophers—and Moraliſts have agreed—and which 
the experience of all ages hath confirmed—we find 
that as long as Temperance, Righteouſneſs, and 
a ſerious regard to Religion, have been cultivated; 
things went well with them—but when they grew 
diſſolute, luxurious, deſpiſers of Religion, and did 
not regard public juſtice, they have fallen into 
confuſion and ruin. 


: 


Bur we need not break up the records of old x 
time, nor pry into the ſecret hiſtory of modern 
States for inſtances of the different effects ol 
virtue and vice we need not go abroad for 
ſpecimens of a divine influence extending to 
ſecond cauſes, producing effects agreeable to the 
deſigns of a wiſe ſyſtem of government ; laying 


* 


the 


E 
the people under the ſtrongeſt motives to gras 
tirude and praiſe, 


1 nearer home we als our e 
the more attentively we conſider the ſeries. of events 
which fill the hiſtory of our own land and times, 
the more forcibly is the mind ſtruck with the evi- 
dences of a divine government ;—and the more 

abundant reaſon have we to adopt the language of 
the Pfſalmiſt Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 


us, but unto thy name give the glory.” 
N 


Tue fame hand which guided our anceſtors 
through the trackleſs ocean, to the pathleſs wilds 
of America, was their guardian and protector a+ 
gainſt the ſavage bands who combined :againſt 
them—nurtured by their divine protector, through 
a ſeries of extracrdinary events, which indicated 
the future patronage of heaven, they increaſed 
with great rapidity, in numbers—wealth—and T 
glory; until by their increaſing wealth and pow- 
er, they became the, object of avarice, envy and 
| Jealouſy—meaſures were formed to drain them of 
all the fruit of their labour and induſtry, upon 
principles totally ſubverſive of the rights of men 
the poiſon, though ſlow in its operation, was ſub- 

| "28 | . © 3 0 
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tile and certain in its effect it muſt have inſes⸗ 
ted the whole frame, and left us in a weak, con- 
fumptive ſtate, 


— 


Bur the evil was too alarming and deteſtable to 
paſs unnoticed. — The genius of America, rouſed 
by reiterated and atrocious acts of tyranny and 
oppreſſion, called forth the generous efforts of her 
ſons, to oppoſe the deſtructive ſyſtem ; yea, to re- 
ſiſt unto blood, rather than part with their freedom 
Liberty, fair daughter of heaven! inſpired every 
ſoul with a pure flame, and glowed inevery face. 


ASSAILED at a variety of points, and prepared 
for defence in none—almoſt deſtitute of arms, 
ammunition, and every military requiſite, they 
determined, by the laſt reſort of States, to be free. 
They implored the interpoſing aid of heaven, and 
ſubmitted the event to the deciſion of arms. 


Tuts northern continent, though different in its 
government, manners, and intereſts, as though in- 
ſpired by one ſoul, greatly roſe in arms - and un- 
der all diſadvantages, againſt every military pro- 
bability, began a conteſt whichſhe has nobly ſup- - 
portedAt was not for fame nor glory, nor for ex- 
tending her empire, but far freedom ſhe fought; 

x . and 


R 
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and divine Providence hath ſmiled upon efforts 
reſulting from motives ſo laudable. 


Tux revolution by which theſe States have been 
raiſed to be numbered among the nations of the 
earth, is one of thoſe great events, which, while it 
diſplays the hand of God, claims the attention of 
all the powers on earth, —<< You preſent to the 
world, the noble- ſight of a community which, 
founded in equality and juſtice, ſecures to the in- 
dividuals who compoſe it, the utmoſt happineſs 
that can be derived from human inſtitutions—— 
This advantage, which ſo many other nations have 
been unable to procure, even, after ages of efforts 
and miſery, is granted by divine Providence to theſe 
United States” after a ſtruggle only of eight years. 


THe ſteps which led to, and the circumſtances 
attending of it, have been ſo combined as to mani- 
Yeſt that no human ſkill or power could have di- 
rected them.—The variety of ſcenes which have 
checkered the riſe and progreſs of the late conteſt ; 
The many and ſurprizing interpoſitions of di- 
vine Providence, with their various windings and 
happy conſequences, will ſwell the hiſtoric page 
and, rolling down the tide of time, will fill the 

0 _ 


. 
reader with aſtoniſhment! He will be ready to cty 
out as the Heathen did of the Jews“ The Lord 


hath done great things for them.” Let us, with - 
grateful Iſrael, echo the ſound in thankful ſtrains 
——*< The Lord hath done great things for us, 


[ 


whereof we are glad.” 


SURELY- the eye muſt be blind that cannot ſee 
the hand of God in theſe” operations—the heart 
muſt be hard that does not feel ſome emotions at 


a recognition of what God hath done for us! 


To attempt a recital of them at this time, would 


far exceed the limits aſſigned to this exerciſe.— 


To paſs them wholly unnoticed on this occaſion, 


would be ſcarcely pardonable. 


4 


Tar glorious event we this day commemorate, 


took place in thedepthsof war—invaded by a large 
veteran army defended by a promiſcuous multi- 


tude of temporary, undiſciplined troops without : 


ally—alone and unfriended, America determined 
to be free to be independent ber DIE ” 


La Ws fourth diy of July ſeventeen hundred 
and ſeventy-ſix, be a day for a © memorial unto you 
forever !” Let it be diſtinguiſhed among the days of 


the year as the commencement of the important era 
2 - 
IE oa Det 


1 
of: our . independence! This is che yoo the 


ever. memorable day, in which the full blaze of 


Liberty ſhone refulgent on Columbia s ſons! 


THaar well- timed, manly reſolve of our auguſt 


Congreſs, which aſtoniſhed the world, ſecured 1 its 


friendſhip and attention. —— The brave will al 


ways have friends The memory of thoſe noble 
aſſertors of our freedom and Independence, be per- 


petuated forever ! their names be revered to the lateſt 


generation by all who love or deſerve to be free f 


| Tais year was fignalized more by the firm and 
independent ſpirit of its councils, and the bravery 
ol its troops, than by their diſcipline or the ſucceſ 


of their unequal encounters—though they were 


ſuccelsful i in many leſs noticeable inſtances. | 


- OvER POWERED by ſuperior numbers, out army 


vas diſperſed and much reduced on Long-Ifland ; 
22 diſlodged from New-York ; - purſued through 


the Jerſies; Fort Waſhington, with twenty-three 
hundred men taken the northern army retited 


from Canada, worn out with fatigue, and walted 


. with mortal fickneſs and unayailing actions The 
gloom gathers thick and heavy \—Rhode-Ifland 
| invaded; —theperiod of iliſtment almoſt expired; 
| N |  —the 


B 


— 
: 


che field ſoon to be deſerted, afford but a mel- 
ancholy proſpeet for the PETTY winter! 


Bur theſe dark ſhades are only to give the 
brighter luſtre to the future fame of America. — 
Nor is the firſt year of her Independence to be in- 
velloped wholly in a dark cloud—Irt is not to 
cloſe without a brilliant victory at Trenton and 
Princeton, which equally diſplayed the addreſs 
and magnanimity of our General, and the har- 
The drooping fpirits of 
the people revived—the army is recruited—and 
on the following ſpring; take the field with re- 
newed fpirit and vigour. N 


dineſs of his troops 1 


y Tuts year is ſtill more remarkable for the va- 
riety of its military occurrences, and aſtoniſhing 
deliverances from the moſt threatening and truly 
alarming appearances Fire and ſword, devaſta- 
tion and death preſent their haggard forms. with 
the dawn of ſpring, and open the way to a train | 
of very A ene --- 4:2; 


- 9. 


Tur evacuation of Ticonderoga, and rout of 
our light troops at Hubbleton—The loſs of all our 
poſts on the North River, and the deſtruction of 
ſeveral towns, wangonly Burot— ThE! defeat of our 

SY - 2x 
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| | army at Brandywine—The enemy's” gaining 
b | Philadelphia—The failure in the action at Ger- 


mantown, and many other. unſucceſsful events, 


were amply balanced by the bravery of our 
troops, even when ſmiling ſucceſs did not crown 
their efforts the obſtinate defence of Mud- 
Iſland and Red-Bank ;- the ſucceſsful actions of 
Bennington and Behmus's heights; all crowned 
4 by the conventional ſurrender of the whole Britiſh 
| army, which poured down from the north * in the 
full powers of health, diſcipline, and valour,” —— 
Their victories proved our gain. Their proſperi- 
ty, like that of fools, proved their deſtruction. 


W- So capital a loſs as that of the northern army, 
| and the timely alliance with France on the gener- 
_ ous principles of amity and mutual defence, over- 
ruled the ſucceeding operations, and induced the 
evacuation of Philadelphia in the Month of June, 
1778, which was performed with the utmoſt ſe- 
crecy, but not ſufficient to elude the vigilance 
of our ever-watchful General ; who by a circuitous 
march of three times their diſtance, came up with 
them on the burning plains of Monmouth, where, 
80 the exceſſive heat of the day was added 4 warm 
engagemeps 


LW I 


engagement, the iflue of which brov ght new ac- 
ceſſions of glory to our arms, and decided the fate 


of that campaign. 


Tux enemies councils were carried headlong, 


and they were taken in the ſnares they laid for us 


—plots—treaſon—and cruelties, were anſwered by 
the utmoſt fairneſs, humanity and generoſity : 
The puſillanimous attack upon, and wanton de- 
ſtruction of, defenceleſs towns and unarmed peo- 
ple, by the magnanimous eſcalade and reduction 
of Stony- Point“. Nor is leſs merit due to thoſe 


who nobly dared to check the enemy's progreſs at 


Springfield, in Jerſey, and warmly engaged a num- 
ber far ſuperior to themſelves, to whom no ground 
was yielded but at the higheſt price. 


Tust promiſcuous ſketches have been confin- 
ed to the departments where this corps has been 
moſt converſant, except the glorious capture at 


York-Town, in which they bore an active part. 


Ir would lead us into undue length even to name 
the various accounts of loſs and gain at the ſouth- 


r _.' , ward, 

Tus reduction of this ſtrong fortreſs near King's-Ferry, 
North-River, happened when Gen. Clinton was on his igni- 
potent expedition at Fairfield, Norwalk, New-Haven, &c, 


* 
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ward which led to the laſt mentioned glorious e. 
f vent, which diſpoſed our enemies to be at peace 
with us — ſufficient be it to ſay; that, after a long 
and gloomy night of trouble and ſorrow, peace 
dawned upon our land, and opened to our View, 


bright and glorious proſpects. 


Ho muſt our hearts exult with joy when we 
take a review of the dangers and diſtreſſes from 
' which we have eſcaped ? Who can refle& on the 
difficulties and hazards we were in, from the open 
violence and ſecret machinations of our enemies ; ; 
and conſider the ways by which they have been 
baffled and defeated ; without adopting the ſenti- 
ment and language of the Pfalmiſt——< Tf it had 
not been the Lord who was on our fide when men 
roſe up againſt us : Then they had ſwallowed us up 
quick, wha®n their wrath was kindled againſt us. 
Then the waters had-overwhelmed.us, the ſtream 
had gone over our ſoul. Then the proud Waters 
had gone over our ſoul. Bleſſed be the Lord, 
who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth. 
Our foul is eſcaped as a bird out of the fnare of 
the fowler; the ſnare is broken, and we are eſcap- 
ed. Our help is the name of the Lord, Who 
made heaven and earth.“ Pſ. 124. 


[ . . 
; Aub now, if the people of theſe States make A 
wiſe i improvement of this glorious event, they may 


ſecure to themſelves and. poſterity, every bleſſing 
which can ariſe from human inſtitutions.” 


oy 


THrts: bleſſings are now proffered to America — 
it is with her to realize or reject the heaven. born 
gift—much, very much, is depending on the pre- 
ſent generation! the fate of ages depends © on the 
wiſdom of its councils and the virtue of the peo- 
ple! The oonſequences of their preſent conduct 
will be carried down i into future generations, and 
materially affect the well-being of thoſe who mall 
come after Ves! ! The preſent critical moment 
is teeming with the happineſs or wreichedneſs of 


millions Jet unborn ! 2 


StovLD the inſane inhabitants of theſe NPY 
' erated States be ſo wiſe as to cultivate the arts of 
peace encourage induſtry, frugality and œco- 
nomy promote agriculture, mechanic arts and 
comtnerce; —cultivate learning, morality and re- 
ligion - and pay the ſtricteſt attention to public and 
private juſtice they might anticipate with utmoſt 
certainty, che furure grandeur- and * 


of America. Ft „ 0 1 . 922 N 
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err 
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How would ſhe riſe ſuperior to all her enemies, 


and extend her hoſpitable arms for the reception of 
the oppreſſed every where? How would the in- 
exhauſtible ſources of agriculture be continually 
pouring into her lap, wealth and opulence; open- 
ing every avenue to commerce, and extending it 
from pole to pole? How would the rapidity of 

her population cover the vaſt tracts of uncultivated 
lands, now the rendezyous of wild beaſts, with vir- 
tuous and uſeful inhabitants? Behold, © the wilder- 
neſs, by the hand of induſtry, « bloſſoming as the 
| roſe,” yielding in plentiful exuberance. every rural 
enjoyment ; and e the deſert becoming vocal with 
the praiſes of God !” s 1% 


© BEHOLD her exalted to noble heights of im- 
provement in every uſeful art and ſcience ;— 
mounting on the ſtrong pinions of virtue, learn- 

ing, eloquence, religion, philoſophy and. other 

| ſublime intellectual accompliſhments, above 
Greece and Rome in their zenith of glory!“ 
Theſe are not creatures of i | imaginazion, | but bleſ: 
ſings which America may realize, if the preſent 
generation make a wiſe improvement of this in- 
tereſting moment * | 
os Pear 


FF 
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PzRMIT me, my Brother Soldiers, with all tha 


ſenſibility of lively. joy, to felicitate ſens on i the re- 


* 11 
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turn of this enter”: 


11 


« Tuts day ſhall be unto 175 for Spotl ? 
—To-look back on the varying ſcenes through 
which you have paſſed i in freedoms glorious cauſe 


—to recognize the dangers and eſcapes, the ſuffer- 
ings and ſucceſſes which have attended your exer- 
tions for the eſtabliſhment of the Liberty and In- 


dependence of your country, muſt afford a luxury 
of pleaſure and while you look, with conſcious 
delight, upon the ſucceſsful" iſſue of your gallant 
deeds, you cannot refuſe a generous tear to the 


memory of your worthy brethren, who Sn 
who, courageous, ſtood by your ſide armäſt ſur- | 
rounding: dangers—who ruſhed fearleſs on, and 4 


vere juſt ſeizing the palm, when, Oh 1 let the 
— tear blot 177 page _ ſpeaks. che reſt Nag 
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0 When ſpring, with dexy fingers cold, 
* Rerürns b deck their hallow'd Wr 


Wt She there ſhall dreſs a ſweeter ſod 
| Fran faicy's feet have ever trod. 


. los . the my who fnk.s to reſt, rig 
* By all their country 8 wiſhes bleſs d. l. * ride A 
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15 By fairy: hands their Kkfelt is rung, * 
Bx ferms unſeen their dirge is fung: 

There honour comes, @ pilgrim n * 

0 To bleſs the turf that wraps. their Is ; 
And freedom mall a-while 1 repair 

To den a weeplag hermit there.” 

| 2 diſtreſles of many of theie niduws ants or- 

phbans are ſo many tonguts in every deadly wound 

| to beſpeak your compaſlion— tight here enge 

upon the excellence and utility of that inſtitution, 

which was, deſigned to perpetuate the friendſhip 

of theſe who had lived together f in the ſtricteſt Ra- 

| bits of amity, through..the various ſtages of a war 

unparalleled 1 in many of its circumſtances, and to 

alſiſt dhe Unfortunate : Ort theſe two original pil- 

5 lars, Friendſhip and Charity; tands that inftivarion, 

which founded in benevolence; holds rogthHier a 

band of pattiots through the continent, and greatiy 

contributes to render the confederation a ſure and 

permanent band of unibn in the States—whatever 

| prejudicts thay have Arien againſt it, fure I am, that 


, iris emviable babe the . 9 of its principles 


2 worm; onen at 6 
Mar ee e = exceeded .taply by 
your virtue and eꝝtenſiye uſefulneꝶ in r 
* May 


: 


* 


* 
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May you never tarniſh the bright luſtte of mili- 
 rary fame, by any conduct viWworthy the character 
of citizens | and eſpecially, let no ſhade be caſt | 
upon the glory of this day, by any conduct incon- =» 
| fiſtent with the ſobriety, 9 and er | 
of Republicans. Ws 


—_ 


Lr not the, dtp of ke, Ge an 
indiſcretion which might reproach the inſtitution 
the worthy ſons and true-diſciples of Cincinnates, 


by that, prudence, induſtry, 2 0 and 2 
which marked his, character a 


ov have an excellent nigdel i in out gwet * ® 
merican Cincinnatus, who, at his cpubtry's call; 
exchanged the domeſtic ſeenes and rural wales of 
life for the jargon' of wat—and; having delivered | 
| it from . he 2 retited 70 tiſefulnets | 
in private Uke. | | 


May we all live and a f in character, as men, 


formed i in the image of God, and capable of being | 

happy only in his favour as republicans, whoſe Pk 

political. exiſtence depends on knowledge and vir- 

tue 1 the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe name 
= bear in us ſtudy and! _m—_ all thoſe vir- 
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cues n nature inſpires, religion enjoins, or ſo- 


ciety makes neceſſary”. 


RBA our ſuperior obligations to the 


Deity, let us cultivate Juſtice, Benevolence and 
Charity, and all the beautiful, harmonious train 
of ſocial virtues—Theſe are eſſential to our hap- 
pineſs as individuals, or as citizens—Hence ariſes 
the pleaſure of conſcious approbation—Hence al- 
ſo ſprings the peace and n of ä 
from her native ſoll ! 


Ax as the practice of theſe virtues upon reli- 
gious principles, forms the mind for happier life 
here, ſo they prepare it for fuperior pleaſures of 
that grand community where every diſcordant 
note ſhall ceaſe; “and univerſal love ſmile on all 
around.” —Their congenial ſouls,” fired with the 
celeſtial flame of love, ceaſe not to unite in the 
ſwelling note of praiſe to God their eternal King. 
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